
The Public Project publishes 
the first version of the Human 
Genome Project. 

Barbara McClintock 
discovers transposons, parts 
of DNA that move. 

Charles Darwin proposes the 
Theory of Evolution. 

Gregor Mendel discovers that 
traits don’t blend, but pass on 
in discrete bits called alleles. 

Walter Fiers and his team 
“transcribe” the first gene, 
which codes for a viral coat 
protein. 

Rosalind Franklin takes an 
X-ray diffraction image of
DNA, helping to discover it
has a double helix shape.

Dolly the Sheep is cloned. The Avery-MacLeod-McCarty 
experiment discovers DNA is 
what carries genetic 
information. 
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